REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 2-28 remain pending in the present application, claim 1 having been 
cancelled in the present amendments without prejudice to reassert that claim in 
further continuing application(s). Claims 2-28 were indicated in the March 22, 
2004 Office Action as being allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
the limitations of their base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 2,1, 12 and 17, which were formerly dependent upon cancelled 
claim 1, have each been rewritten in independent form including the limitations of 
their base claim 1 . The other pending claims remain dependent, either directly or 
indirectly, upon one of independent claims 2,1, 12 and 17. Applicant therefore 
submits that the objection as to claims 2-28 has been overcome. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, applicant submits that 
claims 2-28 are in condition for allowance, having already been determined to be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form. The Examiner is invited to telephone 
the applicants' undersigned attorney at (312) 775-8123 if any unresolved matters 
remain. 
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Please charge any fees incurred in connection with this submission to 
Deposit Account No. 13-0017. 



McANDREWS, HELD & MALLOY, LTD. 
Citicorp Center 

500 West Madison Street, 34th Floor 
Chicago, Illinois 60661 

Telephone (312)775-8000 
Facsimile (312)775-8100 



Dated: ^V^o_ \A ^2jOq\ 



Respectfully submitted, 




Robert W. Fieseler 
Registration No. 31,826 
Attorney for Applicants 
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